
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Irish Wolfhound Club of America, Inc. 
 
April 23, 2011 
The Honorable Joe Straus 
Speaker of the House 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, TX 78768 
 
Subject: OPPOSE Texas House Bill 1451:  ‘Relating to the licensing and regulation of certain dog and cat 
breeders; providing penalties’ 
 
Dear Mr. Speaker: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Irish Wolfhound Club of America (IWCA).  The IWCA is the parent club for Irish 
Wolfhound owner‟s nation-wide, as well as the anchor for 14 regional and local clubs. The IWCA is opposed to 
Texas HB 1451.  Texas HB 1451, as currently proposed, is a misguided bill, containing unreasonable, biased 
requirements and regulations that are not based on proven animal husbandry practices, nor does it improve the 
welfare of animals.  Areas of concern include: 
 

 Establishing the definition of a „Commercial Breeder‟ based on the arbitrary number of 11 intact dogs or cats is 
not based on any proven animal husbandry practices. Numbers neither equate to the level of care a dog or cat 
receives nor provides a reasonable parameter for defining a „breeding kennel‟. 

 

 There are no exceptions provided for „hobby breeders‟, „sporting, working, hunting dogs or service dogs‟.  
 

 Specifications, no matter how detailed, do not ensure the humane care and welfare of any animal, regardless of 
the number of animals in question. „Kennel‟ inspections cannot ensure the daily care and welfare of an animal, 
regardless of how many animals there are in a „location‟.  Texas already has the Animal Cruelty Statute, which 
establishes the basic standards of care for all animals.  

 

 The provision mandating unannounced inspections by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, or 
other authorized third party representatives every 18 months would result in excessive costs. These expenses 
are to be recovered via unspecified fees for licensure and inspections.  The specified thresholds applied to 
define a „breeder‟ will result in unannounced, „warrantless‟ searches of private residences, not just „breeding‟ 
facilities. Search of private residences should be performed pursuant to the issuance of a warrant.  

 

 This bill, as proposed, is disingenuous and does not address the problem of irresponsible breeders, rather with 
its definitions and numerical approach to targeting individuals, it severely limits the rights of responsible 
breeders.    

 
As such, the IWCA, on behalf of its membership, many of whom are residents of Texas, respectfully urges you to 
vote “NO” when Texas HB 1451 comes before the House.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Munroe White 
Irish Wolfhound Club of America, Inc.  
Legislative Committee 
2113 Star View Drive 
Livermore, CO  80536 
 
 
Cc: Members of the Texas State House 
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The Honorable Jose Aliseda (512) 463-0559 

 
  jose.aliseda@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Alma A. Allen (512) 463-0761 
 

    alma.allen@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Roberto R Alonzo (512) 463-1817 
 

  roberto.alonzo@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Carol Alvarado (512) 463-4781 
 

  carol.alvarado@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Rafael Anchia (512) 473-0738 
 

  rafael.anchia@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Charles (Doc) Anderson (512) 463-0642 
 

    charles.anderson@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Rodney Anderson (512) 463-1130 
 

  rodney.anderson@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jimmie Don Aycock (512) 463-8987 
 

  jimmie.aycock@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Marva Beck (512) 463-5934 
 

  marva.beck@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Leo Berman (512) 463-3217 
 

    leo.berman@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Dwayne Bohac (512) 463-0681 
 

  dwayne.bohac@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Dennis Bonnen (512) 463-8414 
 

  dennis.bonnen@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Dan Branch (512) 322-9935 
 

  dan.branch@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Fred Brown (512) 463-5109 
 

  fred.brown@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Cindy Burkett (512) 463-9295 
 

  cindy.burkett@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Lon Burnam (512) 463-1075 
 

  lon.burnam@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Erwin Cain (512) 463-0575 
 

  erwin.cain@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Bill Callegari (512) 463-7820 
 

    bill.callegari@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Stefani Carter (512) 463-1121 
 

  stefani.carter@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Joaquin Castro (512) 463-5074 
 

   joaquin.castro@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Angie Chen Button (512) 463-0793 
 

  angie.button@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Warren Chisum (512) 463-0211 
 

  warren.chisum@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Wayne Christian (512) 463-5896 
 

  wayne.christian@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Garnet Coleman (512) 463-1260 
 

  garnet.coleman@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Byron Cook (512) 463-2506 
 

  byron.cook@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Tom Craddick (512) 463-7722 
 

  tom.craddick@speaker.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Brandon Creighton (512) 463-8428 
 

  brandon.creighton@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Myra Crownover (512) 463-0471 
 

  myra.crownover@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Drew Darby (512) 499-3978 
 

  drew.darby@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable John E. Davis (512) 479-6955 
 

  john.davis@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Sarah Davis (512) 463-1374 
 

  sarah.davis@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Yvonne Davis (512) 463-2297 
 

  yvonne.davis@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Joe Deshotel (512) 463-8381 
 

  joe.deshotel@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Joe Driver (512) 463-1481 
 

  joe.driver@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Dawnna Dukes (512) 463-7864 
 

  dawnna.dukes@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Harold Dutton (512) 463-8333 
 

  harold.dutton@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Craig Eiland (512) 936-4260 
 

  craig.eiland@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Rob Eissler (512) 463-0898 
 

  rob.eissler@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Gary Elkins (512) 472-5610 
 

  gary.elkins@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Joe Farias (512) 463-1458 
 

  joe.farias@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Jessica Farrar (512) 463-0894 
 

  jessica.farrar@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Allen Fletcher (512) 463-4130 
 

  allen.fletcher@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Dan Flynn (512) 463-2188 
 

  dan.flynn@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable John Frullo (512) 463-0072 
 

  john.frullo@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Pete Gallego (512) 236-9408 
 

  pete.gallego@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable John Garza (512) 463-1096 
 

  john.garza@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Charlie Geren (512) 463-8310 
 

  charlie.geren@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Helen Giddings (512) 463-5887 
 

  helen.giddings@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Larry Gonzales (512) 463-1469 
 

  larry.gonzales@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Naomi Gonzales (512) 463-0931 
 

  naomi.gonzales@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Veronica Gonzales (512) 463-1482 
 

  veronica.gonzales@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Lance Gooden (512) 463-2040 
 

  lance.gooden@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Ryan Guillen (512) 463-1012 
 

  ryan.guillen@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Roland Gutierrez (512) 463-1447 
 

  roland.gutierrez@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Mike Hamilton (512) 463-1915 
 

  mike.hamilton@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Kelly Hancock (512) 463-0751 
 

  kelly.hancock@house.state.tx.us 
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The Honorable Rick Hardcastle (512) 463-6003 
 

  rick.hardcastle@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Patricia Harless (512) 463-1507 
 

  patricia.harless@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Linda Harper-Brown (512) 463-0044 
 

  linda.harper_brown@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Will Hartnett (512) 463-7827 
 

  will.hartnett@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Ana Hernandez (512) 463-0612 
 

  ana.hernandez@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Harvey Hilderbran (512) 463-1449 
 

  harvey.hilderbran@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Scott Hochberg (512) 479-8976 
 

  scott.hochberg@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Chuck Hopson (512) 463-8792 
 

  chuck.hopson@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Charlie Howard (512) 463-0711 
 

  charlie.howard@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Donna Howard (512) 463-0901 
 

  donna.howard@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Dan Huberty (512) 463-5896 
 

  dan.huberty@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Bryan Hughes (512) 463-1515 
 

  bryan.hughes@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Todd Hunter (512) 463-2101 
 

  todd.hunter@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Jason Isaac (512) 473-3573 
 

  jason.isaac@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jim Jackson (512) 463-1044 
 

  jim.jackson@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Eric Johnson (512) 236-6171 
 

  eric.johnson@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jim Keffer (512) 478-8805 
 

  jim.keffer@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Phil  King (512) 463-1957 
 

  phil.king@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Susan King (512) 463-0994    susan.king@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Tracy O. King (512) 463-1220    tracy.king@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Tim Kleinschmidt (512) 463-9955 
 

  tim.kleinschmidt@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Lois Kolkhorst (512) 463-5240 
 

  lois.kolkhorst@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable John Kuempel (512) 480-0391 
 

  john.kuempel@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jim Landtroop (512) 236-0704 
 

  jim.landtroop@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Lyle Larson (512) 463-0893 
 

  lyle.larson@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jodie Laubenberg (512) 463-5896 
 

  jodie.laubenberg@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable George Lavender (512) 463-0902 
 

  george.lavendar@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Ken Legler (512) 463-0763 
 

  ken.legler@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Tryon D. Lewis (512) 463-8067 
 

  tryon.lewis@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jose M. Lozano (512) 463-1765 
 

  jose.lozano@house.state.tx.us 

The Honorable Eddie Lucio III (512) 463-0660 
 

  eddie.lucio_III@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Lanham Lyne (512) 463-8161 
 

  lanham.lyne@house.state.tx.us  
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The Honorable Borris Miles (512) 463-0941 
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The Honorable Doug Miller (830) 625-1747 
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The Honorable Sid Miller (512) 463-3644 
 

  sid.miller@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Geanie Morrison (512) 476-3933 
 

  geanie.morrison@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Sergio Munoz, Jr (512) 463-5364 
 

  sergio.munoz@house.state.tx.us  

The Honorable Jim Murphy (512) 463-8715 
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The Honorable Aaron Pena (512) 463-0043 
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The Honorable Charles Perry (512) 463-0671 
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